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The great weapons of modern warfare are the
gun and the bayonet. There are, of course, many
kinds of guns, small and large. Formerly it was
the fashion to call the big guns by the name of
cannon, but in the great European war this word
has hardly been used at alL They are all " guns,"
from the rifles carried by the foot soldiers to the
Maxims and the great howitzers which each require
a company of men to serve them. The word cannon
comes from the French canon, and is sometimes spelt
in this way in English too. It means " great tube."

The derivation of the word gun is more interesting.
Gunpowder was not really discovered until the fif-
teenth century, but long before this a kind of ma-
chine, or gun, for hurling great stones, or sometimes
arrows, had been used. These instruments were
called by the Latin word ballista (for the Romans
had also had machines of this sort), which comes
from the Greek word lallo, meaning " throw." In
the Middle Ages weapons of this sort were called by
proper names, just as ships are now. A common name
for them was the woman's name Gunhilda, which
would be turned into Gunna for short. It is prob-
ably from this that we get the word gun. The most
interesting of all the guns used in the Great War
has only a number for its name. It is the famous
French '75, and takes this name merely from a
measurement.

The special weapon of the foot soldier, or in-
fantryman, is the bayonet. This is a short blade